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Elected Grand Lodge Officers

From The Editor Desk

M.˙. W.˙. Larry Mitchell
Grand Master

Some of us inadvertently go through life only caring about
R.˙. W.˙. Walter C. King
ourselves and our immediate family. When people are trying
Deputy Grand Master
to conquer their own problems and issues, we forget about
R.˙. W.˙. Gregory R. Smith Jr.
anyone else who may be in need. Call it selfish or unaware, it
Grand Senior Warden
happens all the time. We often avoid eye contact or cross the
R.W. Darren M. Morton
street when we see a homeless person begging for money or
Grand Junior Warden
an advertisement on television asking for charitable
donations. We probably say to ourselves, somebody else will
R.˙. W.˙. Jean E. Apollon Sr.
Grand Treasurer
help them. Somebody else! Why not you?
I can remember when I was a child, my mother and I were walking towards the grocery
R.˙. W.˙. Pete Rivera-Bey
store when she pointed to what seemed to be a homeless woman digging in the garbage can.
Grand Secretary
Not only digging, but going through it as if her life depended on it. She found a cup with
Grand Trustees
liquid inside and drank it. I remember thinking that she really must have been so thirsty to
drink from garbage. My mother immediately walked over to her and gave her some money
R.˙. W.˙. Norman R. Gipson
and asked if she had a place to live. I can't remember much more from that day other than
Chairman
my mom and I talking about how even though we didn’t have a lot, there are a lot of people
R.˙. W.˙. Kevin P. Wardally
less fortunate than we are who struggle to survive day to day. And if we can help ease their
R.˙. W.˙. James Smith
burden even a little, it’s the human thing to do.
R.˙. W.˙. Keith Smith McNeil
As a young child, it made an impact on my life. My mother showed me that people in
general mattered even if they weren't family or friends. It taught me to see, hear, and act
R.˙. W.˙. Percy J. Perdue
when others were in need. That experience led me to lend a helping hand whenever I could
R.˙. W.˙. Matthew Teah Wulah
and when it was needed. Although it feels good to help others I was also taught to help
R.˙. W.˙. Jimmie Chaple
because it is the right thing to do.
R.˙. W.˙. Richard Belton
Service to others comes in many forms. Whether its charitable donations, helping
someone across the street, saying hello, or a simple gesture like how was your day? A little
R.˙. W.˙. Thomas G. McKnight
can go a long way. I do understand that it may be hard for certain people to bond or feel
Editorial Staff
comfortable when society separates us by race, sex, income, religion, social issues, or just
plain ignorance. But I feel If we explore our hearts and minds and see each other as human
M.˙. W.˙. Larry Mitchell
beings we could overcome some of the divisiveness and work together for the betterment of
Publisher
the human condition.
R.˙. W.˙. Robert B. Hansley
As I stated, service comes in many forms. We have politicians who bash one another for
Editor
political gain. Some put men and woman down and don’t take the responsibility for their
R.˙. W.˙. Gregory R. Smith Jr.
words that can affect us as adults, and especially children. One way to service to all human
Business Manager
beings would be to respect, value, and love one another whether we have personal,
emotional, political, social, or physical differences. Service to others is an act of principle.
R.˙. W.˙. Raymond R. Freeman
It is beneficial to all parties involved. Service to others should be done from one’s heart
Grand Photographer
without expecting something in return.
R.˙. W.˙. Ludwick Hall
The people who provide service to others are also providing a service to themselves. It
Grand Historian
gives one a since of kindness, humility, good morals, as well as respect for oneself. It
allows us to broaden our view of situations when meeting different people. I feel it builds
Contributing Writers in this issue
social and developmental skills, skills that benefit you throughout life and can be passed
Knight Leonard W. LaRue KYCH
on to others. To serve others, you must be selfless. Selfless is being able to think about
Bro. Guillermo “Bill” J. M. Thorne Sr., (79)
others before you think about yourself. Although I believe many of us were born with this
Sister Maria A. LaRue (42)
trait it still can be taught and learned.
R.˙. W.˙. Kevin Wardally (14)
"The ultimate measure of man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and
Bro. Jamal Rasahn Ali (38)
convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”
Bro.
Martin Luther King Jr.
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The Christmas Season, Kwanza, Hanukah and New Year’s Holiday celebrations will soon be
upon us. During this time of year, it is critical to our being, and especially as Prince Hall Masons,
that we reflect on all that the Great Architect of the Universe has bestowed upon us, as citizens
of this great nation and as fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, uncles, as Pillars
of the Craft and the Order of Eastern Star and mentors to our extended families.
Reflect back on 2016. See what you could have done differently to assist the Craft, your
community, your family or to exemplify the tenants of Prince Hall Free Masonry. Now look
forward to 2017, make it your credo that you will strive to bring peace and joy to the world and
make your actions more reflective of the teaching of our most venerable Institution of Free and
Accepted Prince Hall Masons, Order of Eastern Star and that of the Great Architect of the
Universe. You should ask yourself, “What am I doing to bring joy to the world, to the Grand
Lodge, Grand Chapter, my subordinate Lodge and Chapter to my brethren my sisters?
“Am I doing things for the right reason? Am I seeking the blessings of the Great Architect of the Universe or the riches of
Man?” If you see something wrong and don't attempt to correct it, you have just set a new lower standard. Somewhere I read
that “real joy comes not from ease or riches or from the praise of men, but from doing something worthwhile.”
Each year during this time, we also hold elections and perform the installation of officers in our subordinate Lodges and
Chapters, marking the completion of one year's work and the beginning of the next. This impresses upon us the democratic
nature of our Institution, and teaches the peculiar art of laying aside all insignia of rank with willingness and gracefulness and
of assuming the honors and responsibilities of office with humility. We are once more reminded of the equality that should
always exist among members. The very consciousness of the possession of great authority will ever make a generous man
cautious and prudent in its exercise.
Serving as your Grand Master is truly an honor that I do not take lightly. The Office of Grand Master is of great antiquity and
honor, and is one of the highest positions to which a Mason can aspire and must be practiced by the cardinal virtues of
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, never forgetting we are elevated by the Craft, and should therefore, cultivate
everywhere and at all times, the Golden Tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. We are taught to rule well as it has been
the fortune of few, and may well be the object of an honorable ambition. It is not by the strong arm or the iron-will that
obedience and order are obtained.
As your Grand Master, I continuously place upon my trestle board those items, programs, issues and concerns that will permit
me to sustain this great Institution of ours and continue to improve in everything that is vital to the sustainability of our
Fraternity. I pray that you will continue to support me, our Grand Lodge and the authenticity of Prince Hall Free Masonry. I
ask that you continue to support our charitable initiatives and Benevolent Fund Programs, the Camp at Roscoe, the Prince Hall
Day Care, our Senior Citizens’ Complex, Community Feedings and Scholarship Fundraisers for our Youth. I ask that you
continue to look to the Grand East for updates to my trestle board and new initiatives.
Lastly, I pray that the blessings of Heaven continue to rest upon you and yours during this Holiday Season and all during the
upcoming New Year, and may your New Year be filled with peace, love, joy, happiness, forgiveness, prosperity, wellness and
hope for a better tomorrow.

Fraternally and Always yours,
Most Worshipful Larry Mitchell,
Grand Master
“Protect the Legacy….Promote the Brand.”
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On December 19th, 2016, at the Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce gala event. Rep. Charles B. Rangel surprised Grand
Master Larry Mitchell by presenting a Proclamation from the United States Congress, House of Representatives, proclaiming
a “Day of Honor” recognizing December 19, 2016 as “The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of The State Of New York
Day" for all the years of hard work and commitment to the Village of Harlem.
Also, receiving an award for Outstanding Community Service was Brother Norman Adams of Boyer Lodge # 1
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The African American Day Parade has been an annual tradition in New York City since 1969. Held in
Harlem each September, the parade's purpose is to provide an opportunity for African people to join
together and celebrate the history and achievements of Africans.
For the first African American Day Parade in 1969, New York Prince Hall Mason and Congressman
Brother Adam Clayton Powell Jr. (1), served as Grand Marshal and led participants through the
streets of Harlem.

January 2017 – THE PRINCE HALL SENTINEL

Page | 8

January 2017 – THE PRINCE HALL SENTINEL

Page | 9

Licensed By

January 2017 – THE PRINCE HALL SENTINEL

Page | 10

On November 10, 2016 at the Adam Clayton Powell Jr. State Office Building, located at 163
West 125th. Street, New York City, New York. Brother Norman (Dean Norm Nice) Adams
of Boyer Lodge # 1 (The Mother Lodge) of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
the State of New York was honored for his outstanding Community Service by the Harlem
Mothers SAVE organization. Brother Adams is a detective in the Community Affairs Division
of the New York City Police Department.

Harlem Mother's SAVE celebrating 10 years of fighting the struggle against violence. Elected Officials, Inez Dickens,
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, Comptroller Scott Stringer, the Honorable Police Commissioner James
O'Neill, Chief O'Reilly thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to show your stand against violence and
your support. Special thanks to my CO's of the Patrol Borough Manhattan North Precincts, and all my PBMN family.
Last but not least Ms. Jackie-Rowe Adams for bestowing upon me the honor of appreciation for outstanding community
service. I love you all but God loves you best. Peace & Blessings.
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Donates school supplies

Every year the Starlight Chapter No. 74, OES Prince Hall Affiliated gathers school supplies and
donates them to local schools. On Oct. 28, they brought a generous donation of well-needed school
supplies to the George L. Cooke Elementary School. The donation included everything from glue
sticks to backpacks. Back row, Chris Bickham, Worship Master of Bethany Lodge No. 101; Mary
Patton McNeil, Worthy Matron; G.L Cooke Principal Sandra Johnson-Field; Pamela Kennedy,
treasurer; Mattie Anderson, Past Matron; James Strother, Worthy Matron; first grader Nilani Staten,
second grader Mathew Grogan, first grader Eliana Ramos, second grader Tatyana Washington, first
graders Aaliyah Laguerre, Peyton Rivera, Avante Boyer, and kindergartener Alia Mann.
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Pioneering Statesman and Prince Hall Mason
By

R.˙. W.˙. Ludwick S. Hall
M.W.P.H, G.L.-N.Y.
James R. Spurgeon, was born in Maysville, Kentucky in 1870. In 1890
he graduated from Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute (now
Hampton University. After leaving Hampton he attended Yale University
Law School. Graduating Fifteenth in his class in 1892, he was one of the first
African Americans to graduate from Yale University Law School. After
graduating from Yale, he practiced law for a few years in Maysville before
becoming the principal of the local segregated Colored High School there.
In 1899 acknowledging his achievements, in spite of the difficulties he and
other African Americans were experiencing because of the racially
discriminatory policies of the time, he was awarded an honorary Doctor of
Laws Degree by Wilberforce University, in Wilberforce, Ohio.
Spurgeon was married to Rosetta (Cuffey) of Norfolk, Virginia. They had
three children, a boy, James R. Spurgeon Jr., and two girls, Charlotte Louise
and Rosetta. Charlotte Louise while living in Liberia with her parents,
contracted typhoid fever. Never totally recovering, she died on April 22, 1906
at Nine (9) years of age.
A Republican, in 1898 Spurgeon was appointed by President William
McKinley as the Charge d’Affairs of the United States Embassy in Monrovia, Liberia. In 1902, when President McKinley
was assassinated, and Vice President Theodore Roosevelt became the President of the United States, Roosevelt appointed
George W. Ellis to replace Spurgeon. Still assigned to Monrovia, Liberia by the State Department, Spurgeon was appointed
the Secretary of the Embassy.
Throughout Spurgeon’s assignment to the Embassy in Monrovia there had been trouble and it escalated when as Charge
d’Affairs, he forwarded a report to the State Department stating that J. R. A. Crossland, the U.S. Minister to Liberia at the
time, an African American from Missouri, was mentally ill. The report detailed an incident where Crossland had shot
Thomas J.R. Faulkner, an African American electrical engineer from Brooklyn, who Crossland alleged tried to cut him with
a razor. After the incident, Spurgeon's and Crossland's working relationship deteriorated and both men kept loaded weapons
in their desk drawers.
On August 15, 1903 Spurgeon was reassigned from the Embassy in Liberia to a position in the State Department in
Washington D.C. He lived in Washington for several years before resigning his position and moving to Brooklyn, N.Y. In
New York, he established a law practice in the Brooklyn, became a member of St. Phillips Episcopal Church, and lived at
374 Cumberland St in the Fort Greene section of the Borough.
A Prince Hall Mason, while assigned to the United States Embassy in Liberia, he was entered, passed and raised in
Oriental Lodge No. 1, a subordinate Lodge of the M.W. Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Prince Hall
Affiliated of Liberia. Prior to leaving Liberia, he served as the Worshipful Master of Oriental Lodge No. 1. He also served
the Grand Lodge of Liberia as its Junior Grand Warden, Senior Grand Warden and Grand Orator. In 1906 upon moving to
Brooklyn he demitted to Carthaginian Lodge No. 47 and was named a Past Master by Affiliation. Elevated to the 33° while
in Liberia, he served as the Lieutenant Grand Commander, and Acting Sovereign Grand Commander of the Supreme
Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, of Free Masonry in Liberia.
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In addition to P.M. Spurgeon’s membership in Carthaginian Lodge, he served the Grand Lodge of New York (now the
MWPH, GL-N.Y.) as its Junior Grand Warden in 1907, Grand Historian, Grand Orator, District Deputy Grand Master and
as a member of a Commission on Trials and Appeals. P.M. Spurgeon other Masonic affiliations after becoming a resident
of New York State included; membership in Mount Moriah Chapter, No. 3, Holy Royal Arch Masons, King David
Consistory No.3, of the United Supreme Council, A.A.S.R., F.M., N.J. PHA, where he was a Sovereign Grand Inspector
General, of the 33°. He was also a Noble of Medina Temple No. 19, of the Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order, Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine and a Past Eminent Commander of Ivanhoe Commandery No. 5, Knights
Templar. In the Adoptive Rite, he was a member and Past Patron of Queen Esther Chapter No. 9, the first Eastern Star
Chapter that was established by Eureka Grand Chapter in Brooklyn, N.Y.
In addition to his activities in his church and in Masonry, Spurgeon was very active in youth related organizations. In
1907 St. Phillips Episcopal Church was the first organization to receive a charter for a Black Company of the United Boys
Brigade, the organization that was the forerunner of the Boys Scouts of America, and P.M. Spurgeon was selected to be its
leader. In 1921 the church received one of the earliest charters (Troop No. 263) granted by the Boy Scouts of America, and
P.M. Spurgeon was selected to be the Scout Master. For the next twenty-one years, he served as the Scout Master of Troop
263 at St. Phillips Episcopal Church. In addition to his duties as a Scout Master he was also active in many administrative
positions in the Boy Scouts of America in Brooklyn.
Spurgeon an author, wrote a book, The Lost Word; or The Search for Truth, based on the topic of a speech he
delivered before the Grand Lodge in Monrovia, Liberia in 1899.
Past Master Spurgeon died in Brooklyn, N.Y. in 1942 at 72 years of age.

Carthaginian Lodge # 47 (1905)
Appendix
1 “The Southern Workman and Hampton School Record-1899”, Vol. 28, Pg. 495
1 1912 Directory of Living Graduates of Yale University, Pg. 326
1 Smith, J. Clay “Emancipation, the Making of the Black Lawyer, 1844-1944”, Pg. 329
1 The New York Age”, newspaper, May 10, 1906,
1 Smith, J. Clay, ibid, Pg. 329
1 1902 Brooklyn Daily Eagle Almanac, A Book of General Information, Volume 17, Pg. 495
1 “The New York Age”, newspaper, May 10, 1906
1 “The New York Age” newspaper February 2, 1924, Pg. 7
1 1912 Directory of Living Graduates of Yale University, Pg. 326
1 “The Story of Carthaginian, 1904 to 1949”, Pg. 20
1 Walkes, Joseph, “History of the United Supreme Council, A.A.S.R., F.M., N.J., U.S.A., PHA, 1881-1981”, Pg. 48
1 “The New York Age”, newspaper, April 13, 1929, Pg. 10
1 “The New York Age”, newspaper, September 13, 1906, Pg. 2
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the Daughter of Edmund O. and Aurelia Austin, Rita Austin was born on June 2,
1937 in the Bronx, New York, her family moved to Yonkers in June of 1946. As a
youth, she attended PS# 1, Longfellow Jr. High School, and later graduated from
Roosevelt High School. Following her schooling Rita served in the United States
Air National Guard beginning her active duty on May 21, 1950 and following the
completion of her reserve obligation she was honorably discharged on July 30,1957
as an Airman 3rd class.
Rita was first hired by the City of Yonkers as a Parking Enforcement officer on
August 12, 1964. Her salary in that position was $4,536 a year. By then Rita had
married and was now Rita Gross.
Prior to her official appointment to the Yonkers Police Department there had never been a permanent appointed
policewoman in the Yonkers Police Department. In the 1940’s there had been two female temporary war appointments,
and in the early 1960s there were a number of provisional female appointments to the YPD. But, a decision had apparently
been made that the Police Department would finally hire females. A special test for female candidates was scheduled. Rita
took the test, passed it, and the stage was set for history to take place.
Rita A. Gross (Shield # 302), was appointed to the Yonkers Police Department, as a
“Policewoman,” on November 19, 1965 while residing at 55 School Street. It was not
only groundbreaking to be one of the first female Yonkers police officers, but Rita was
in fact the very first black female ever appointed to the department. Rita was hired on
that date along with four other women earning a starting salary of $5,880 a year. There
was no police recruit school scheduled until the following year, but on April 4th through
May 6th of 1966, the five new policewomen joined with several new male recruits and
attended their basic police recruit training at the Iona College campus in New Rochelle
When first appointed, Rita was not provided with uniforms and the Police Department
wasn’t sure what policewomen should wear, so she wore business attire. The Police
Department, either willingly or under pressure, had made the commitment to appoint
female policewomen to the department, but they weren’t sure just how to utilize them.
Although it is believed that Policewoman Gross never actually wore them on patrol, initially the YPD decided that
policewomen should wear a uniform different from male officers. Rita and the others were provided with black walking
shoes, navy blue skirt and uniform style jacket/blouse and a white blouse to wear beneath the jacket. She was provided with
a black pocketbook with strap to hang to the waist and which had sewn inside two pockets; one for handcuffs and one for
their issued .32 caliber, 2" barrel, Smith and Wesson revolver.
Following her recruit graduation Policewoman Rita Gross was assigned to duty in the Detective Division, not as a detective,
but working in the Juvenile Aid Bureau (JAB) in plainclothes. Later she would be assigned to the Community Affairs Unit
with the goal to foster better relations with the community. She was widely known and respected in the community and
known to most as “Miss Rita.” While in this assignment, on August 13, 1971 she was appointed a Detective, but when the
unit was closed on October 6, 1972, she was returned to the rank of Policewoman and was transferred to the Youth
Division investigating crimes by juveniles.
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Up until this time no policewoman was ever required to wear a uniform and go out on patrol. But, on January 29, 1974,
several female officers, including Rita Nelson, were assigned to the patrol commands. On that date, Rita was assigned to
patrol duty in the North Command performing the same duties as her male counterparts. It was also ordered that all
female officers would wear the exact same uniform as male officers. Of the several that were reassigned to patrol duty at
that time, most only remained for a few weeks and then returned to their plainclothes details. PO Nelson remained on
patrol in the North command. And, by now the title “Policewoman” had been abandoned and all male and female officers
were referred to as police officers.
Two years later, on August 24, 1976, PO Nelson was returned to plainclothes duty in the Youth Services and Community
Relations Division. where she was known as "Miss Rita."
PO Nelson retired from the police department in 1986 and held several positions after that, including chief of security for
the Hudson River Museum and executive director of the Yonkers YMCA, and was in the safety department at Columbia
University.
Her love of children and family was her passion and she devoted much of her life to the protection and enhancement of
their lives in the Yonkers Community.
She did volunteer work in the Yonkers schools to try to help kids stay out of trouble.
She was later hired at the Yonkers Board of Education as the first female court liaison, working closely with the judicial
and school system, serving at-risk and incarcerated youth.
Nelson, a third-generation Yonkers resident, said that her deep roots in the city helped her connect with young people.
She was 77 years old at the time of her death. Mayor Mike Spano stated "Rita was no stranger to being first. As the first
Black Female Police Officer in the Yonkers Police Department and the first female Officer promoted to the rank of
Detective, Rita not only paved the way for so many other minority and female officers, she set the bar." She was a popular
member of the department who always found the time to stop by headquarters and speak with former co-workers and
introduce herself to new Officers.

Rita Gross-Nelson was inducted into Biondi School, Black
History Wall of Fame on February 27, 2015, at the Biondi
School Auditorium on the Leake & Watts Yonkers campus.
Rita’s daughter, Maria George, accepted the honor on behalf
of her mother, who passed away on Jan. 28, 2015, she was 77.
“Rita Gross Nelson, a pillar in the Yonkers community,
supported and advocated for many people, particularly
children,” said Dr. Donald Antonecchia. “Her life will be an
inspiration to new generations of our children, who walk by
our Wall of Fame every day at school, and are reminded that
everyone is capable of doing great things.”

January 2017 – THE PRINCE HALL SENTINEL

Page | 16

By
Knight Leonard W. LaRue
Editor’s note: A Priory in this context is the highest Masonic body on the York Rite “side” of Masonry. It is the

compilation of York Rite Masonry.
Editor

Its Masonic Degree is called the “Knights of the York Cross of Honor” or
KYCH Its history is very rich. Only those who have been elected and served as Worshipful Masters (Blue Lodges),
Excellent High Priests (Holy Royal Arch Chapters), Thrice Illustrious Masters (Royal and Select Master Councils)
and Eminent Commanders (Knight Templar Commanderies) are eligible for such majestic membership.

Realizing that there was a missing link in York Rite Masonry existing among
the Prince Hall family of Masons in New York, Knight Leonard W. LaRue, who
was a member of Daniel W. Frazier, Jr. Priory No. 5, first conceived the idea in
2004 of having and starting a Priory in the State of New York after having to
travel (numerous times) to the State of New Jersey for Priory meetings, which
comprised a roundtrip of four and a half hours. Knight LaRue spoke to Knight
Charles W. McPherson and Knight Ludwick Hall, also members of Daniel W.
Frazier, Jr. Priory, who both agreed and were very positive about the idea.
During the administration of Most Worshipful Grand Master Calvin Martin, the
ground work for the introduction of the Priory in the Jurisdiction of New York
began.
A letter was sent to Most Worshipful Calvin Martin requesting to meet with him
so that we could discuss the idea of instituting a Priory in New York, one of the
many steps in this quest. In August of 2004, Knights Leonard W. LaRue,
Charles W. McPherson and Ludwick Hall met with M.W. Calvin Martin. M.W.
Calvin Martin was very receptive to the idea and gave us his permission and pledged his full support to us and
to proceed with the necessary steps in the formation. A letter was then sent to Most Eminent Grand Master
General Willie L. Mosley of the Convent General, informing him that M.W. Calvin Martin had given his permission
to have and form a Priory in the State of New York and that we were requesting his permission also. Permission
was granted.
The necessary documents were sent to the Daniel W. Frazier, Jr. Priory informing them that the Knights from
the Jurisdiction of New York were requesting to be released from Daniel W. Frazier, Jr. Priory (Jurisdiction of
New Jersey).
During the interim, the following Knights assembled on December 4, 2004 at the MWPHGL, 454 Prince Hall
Plaza, New York to discuss further implementation of the Priory and to choose a name. They were: Knights
Leonard W. LaRue, Charles W. McPherson, Isaiah O. Williams, Clarence Brown, and Sir Knights: Joseph Mighty,
General Cherry, Luther Wright and Jack C. Blake. Kt. LaRue explained the purpose of the meeting and that there
were the required amount of Knights in New York to form a Priory.
Kt. LaRue further explained that he had obtained permission from M.W. Calvin Martin Grand Master to form
and have a Priory here in the Jurisdiction of New York and that permission had also been granted by Most
Eminent Willie Mosley, Grand Master of the Convent General. He stated that this Priory is being formed to
provide a service and comradery organization for those exemplary Sir Knights who have successfully served
York Rite Masonry by being elected and serving as Presiding Officer in all York Rite Bodies in this Jurisdiction.
It is also being established as a forum for the exchange of knowledge and/or ideas for the expansion and
perpetuation of York Rite Masonry and to provide fellowship ties throughout the Prince Hall York Rite Domain.
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It was established that the name for the Priory would be Henry G. Walton. This name was chosen because
he was a very progressive and innovative Mason, in York Rite Masonry here in the Jurisdiction of New York.
On Saturday, April 30, 2005, at the Prince Hall Masonic Temple, 245 S. 11th Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY, a
gathering of Knights of the York Cross of Honor assembled. Kt. Leonard W. LaRue was the presiding officer.
Most Eminent Willie L. Mosley, Grand Master-General of the Convent General, traveled from Detroit Michigan
to officially organize the Priory of Knights York Cross of Honor and install the officers.
The officers assumed their stations for the reception ceremony of induction for the qualified candidates and
proceeded with the work. The six invited Sir Knights were: S.K. Jack C. Blake, S.K. General Cherry, S.K. Russell
Duckett, S.K. Jimmie Chaple, S.K. Joseph I. Mighty and S.K. Luther Wright. The work for the day was presided
over by Eminent Prior, Kt. Leonard W. LaRue and Knight Herald, Kt. Isaiah O. Williams. Lecturers: Kt. Pickens
Rowe, representing the Lodge, Kt. Emmanuel Berrings, representing the Chapter, Kt. Clarence Brown,
representing the Council and Kt. Robert Porter, representing the Commandery. The ceremony was completed
and the new Knights were Greeted and Welcomed to the order.
Eminent Prior, Kt. Leonard W. LaRue, thanked M: E: Willie L.
Mosley for placing Henry G. Walton Priory Under Dispensation. Most
Eminent Mosley stated that he was very pleased to assist in the
formation of this Priory and that we are now Henry G. Walton Priory
U.D. He then extended greetings to District to Deputy Grand Master,
R.W. Clarence Brown, (Most Worshipful Grand Master, Calvin Martin
was unable to attend because of a prior commitment) and the Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New York. He also thanked the
Grand Master for giving his permission to form a Priory in the State of New York. DDGM, R.W. Clarence Brown
returned greetings to M: E: Willie L. Moseley. R.W. Brown then pledge to give complete support to, Eminent Prior
LaRue and Henry G. Walton Priory U.D.
Kt. Leonard W. LaRue, Eminent Prior and Kt. Robert Porter, Herald traveled to Columbus Ohio on September
30, 2005 for the Grand Conclave of the Convent General U.S.A. At that time Henry G. Walton Priory U.D., was
Chartered, Henry G. Walton Priory No. 7.

The Charter members and First Officers were:
Eminent Prior, Kt. Leonard W. LaRue, KYGCH
Deputy Prior, Kt. Charles W. McPherson, KYCH
Herald, Kt. Robert A. Porter, KYCH
Registrar, Kt. Luther M. Wright, KYCH
Treasurer, Kt. Isaiah O. Williams, KYCH
Prelate, Kt. Clarence Brown, KYCH
Warder, Kt. Emanuel Berrings, KYCH
Orator, Kt. General Cherry, KYGCH
1st Lecturer, Kt. Pickens, KYCH
2nd Lecturer, Kt. Joseph I. Mighty, KYCH
3rd Lecturer, Kt. Jimmie Chaple, KYCH
4th Lecturer, Kt. Russell Duckett, KYCH
Note: A Priory is a religious residence in a monastery governed by a Prior. The Prior was the head of the Priory,
and although he oversaw most aspects of the running of the priory, many specific supervisory positions existed
to help him manage the Priory.
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A Study in Success in A Time of Intense Racial Suppression
By R.˙. W.˙. Ludwick S. Hall
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, State of New York
Roscoe Conklin Giles and Francis Fawcett Giles, Jr., were two of four sons (Roscoe, Francis, Chauncey and a fourth brother
whose name is Unknown), who were born to Francis F. Giles Sr. an Attorney and Minister of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, and Laura Isabela, (Caldwell) Giles. Both Reverend Giles and his wife Laura were born in Kidsville, a small town that was
once located near New Bern, North Carolina.
Although Dr. Chauncey Giles, D.D. the third son of Francis Giles Sr. and his wife Laura, was a prominent Minister like his
father, this article is about Chauncey’s two older brothers, Roscoe Conklin Giles and Francis Fawcett Giles, Jr., and their successes
at a time when the suppression and segregation of African Americans was part of the fabric of our country, culturally, socially and
legally. They were both born in the early 1890’s, just prior to the 1897 Plessy v. Ferguson decision by the Supreme Court of the
United States which made the segregation of the Races (African Americans) legal.
Roscoe, the oldest son of Francis F. Giles Sr., and Laura Giles, was born on May 6, 1890
in Albany, N.Y. while his father was assigned to a church there. In 1891 reassigned to a
church in Brooklyn, Francis Sr., moved the family to the Weeksville section of the Borough.
On April 22, in that same year, Francis Jr. was born in Brooklyn. Both Giles brothers
attended primary schools and Boys High School in Brooklyn. In 1907 Roscoe graduated
from Boys High School. Named the New York City, B.B. Christ scholar for excellence in
Literature, he received a full academic scholarship to Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y. 1
There he majored in Literature and Graduated in 1911 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. In
that same year, he became the first African American to be admitted to Cornell University’s
Medical School, from which he was the first African American to graduate in 1915.1
On October 26, 1907 while an Undergraduate at Cornell, he was initiated into Alpha Chapter
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.1 Alpha Chapter was the first Greek letter College Fraternity
Chapter among African Americans. On December 30, 1908, he was elected the first General Treasurer of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity
Inc.1 and from December 29, 1909 to December 29, 1911 he served as its Second General President.1 On May 15, 1924 Bro. Giles
was one of the founders of Xi Lambda, the Graduate Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity in Chicago, Illinois.
On January 9, 1917, he married the late Frances Reader. They had three sons: Twins, Roscoe Jr., who was still born at birth,
and Oscar de Priest both of whom were born on October 3, 1917. On March 16, 1919, the Giles were blessed with a third son, Roscoe
Conklin Giles II.
Upon graduation from Medical School Roscoe applied for a position as an Intern at several hospitals, among them Bellevue
and Harlem (Allied) Hospitals in New York City, and Provident Hospital in Chicago, Illinois. He was refused admission at both
Bellevue and Harlem (Allied) Hospitals because of his race, despite being at the top of the competitive list of applicants for the
position. Assisted by the New York City branch of the N.A.A.C.P. he instituted a lawsuit against the New York City Department of
Hospitals for racially discriminating against him in its hiring practices. The lawsuit ultimately resulted in that agency being forced to
not only admit African American Medical School graduates into its Internship programs, but also the hiring and placing of African
Americans Physicians on their staffs.
Roscoe subsequently accepted a position as an Intern at Provident Hospital in Chicago. Two years later in 1917 he was
appointed an “Assisting Attending Surgeon”, a teaching position at the Hospital. In addition to his duties at Provident Hospital, he
was also an Attending Surgeon at Southland Hospital, Cook County Hospital, and the Westside Veterans Hospital1. He was in addition
to his duties at the above hospitals, a Professor of Medicine at Chicago Medical School (later renamed Northwestern Medical School).
In that same year (1917) he was appointed a Supervisor of the Chicago Health Department by the then Mayor of Chicago, William
Hale Thompson.
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In 1927 when African American Doctors were not accepted as members of the American Medical Association, he was elected
the President of the National Medical Association the national organization for African American doctors.
In 1929 Giles was named a Rockefeller Scholar, and was admitted to pursue post graduate studies in advanced medicine and
emerging surgical techniques in Vienna, Austria.1
In 1938 he became the first African American to be certified by the American Board of Surgery. During World War II, he
served as a Major in the U.S. Army’s Medical Corps1 and in 1945 he was one of the founding members of the International College
of Surgeons in Chicago.1
A Prince Hall Mason like his father, Roscoe Giles was a member and Past Master of Garden City Lodge No. 59 of the Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the State of Illinois, serving as the Worshipful Master of Garden City Lodge No. 59 in 1924.
He was also a member of Oriental Chapter No. 35, Holy Royal Arch Masons, the Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 19, Knights
Templar and Arabic Temple No, 44, Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. A 33° Mason, he was a member
of Western Consistory No. 28, of the United Supreme Council A.A.S.R., F.M., Northern Jurisdiction. In the Adoptive Rite, he was a
member of Eureka Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star of the State of Illinois,1 In addition to his Masonic affiliations he was a
member of the Independent, Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks, the Knights of Pythias1, the Chicago Medical Society and
the Board of Managers of the Y.M.C.A. in Chicago.1 Roscoe Giles died at the Westside Veterans Hospital in Chicago on February
19, 1970.1
Francis Fawcett Giles Jr., a younger brother of Roscoe, was the first African American to be appointed an Assistant United
States Attorney, in the Office of the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of New York.1
In 1908 after graduating from Boys High School, Francis married his High School sweetheart, Octavia Gray. Soon after they were
married they moved to Baltimore, Maryland where he attended college. The couple was blessed with four children, a boy Harry who
was born in 1910 and three girls.1 His oldest daughter Muriel was born in 1913 in Maryland while he was attending College there.
The couple’s other children, Irma was born in 1927 and Doris Iola was born in 1934.
In 1915 upon graduating from College he moved the family back to the Bedford Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn. 1 Unlike
his father Francis F. Giles Sr., who attended and graduated from New York Law School in 1900, Francis Jr. subsequently entered
Brooklyn Law School, and upon graduating in 1923, passed the New York State Bar Examination and entered the practice of Law
Prominent in politics and the legal professional organizations in Brooklyn, Francis served for a period as the Director of the
Kings County Lawyers Association.1 He was also active in the Republican Party in the 17th Assembly District. On August 19, 1929
bowing to the pressure by the African American community to integrate various agencies of the federal government, Giles was
appointed an Assistant United States Attorney by President Herbert Hoover1 Under Howard W. Ameli, the Deputy United States
Attorney in charge of the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Eastern District of New York at the time, Giles was specifically assigned to
the Bureau charged with the investigation, enforcement and prosecution of the laws relating to the manufacturing, transportation and
sale of Alcoholic beverages that had been banned by the 18th Amendment to the United States Constitution during the period that
was known as “The Prohibition Era” (1929-1933).
In addition to his political activities, when Giles became a member of Widow Sons Lodge No. 11, the oldest Prince Hall
Lodge in the borough of Brooklyn, he was following the examples of his father Francis Sr. and older brother, Dr. Roscoe Conklin
Giles. Then in 1919, he and a group of outstanding members of Brooklyn’s African American community decided to form another
Masonic Lodge. After seeking the advice of R.W. Walter Marable, the then District Deputy Grand Master of the Second Masonic
District, and other knowledgeable members of the Masonic Fraternity, they formed a club, “The Ionic Fraternal Club”, and held their
meetings at the Ionic Masonic Temple, 165 Clermont Ave., in Brooklyn. After having met for an unknown number of times, and
with their knowledge of the history of the Prince Hall fraternity increased, they decided to rename the club, “The African 459 Club”
to honor the first Lodge of African Americans to receive a legitimate Masonic charter from the Grand Lodge of England. They
subsequently applied to the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the State of New York for affiliation, and were ultimately
chartered as African 459, Lodge No. 63 on June 8, 1922. Giles who had demitted from Widow Son’s Lodge was the Lodge’s first
Worshipful Master. He served as Worshipful Master in 1921 while the Lodge was under dispensation. He again served as Worshipful
Master in 1922, 1923 and 1925. It is curious to note that he didn’t serve as the Worshipful Master of African Lodge in 1924, the year
his brother Roscoe Conklin Giles was serving as Worshipful Master of Garden City Lodge No. 59 in Chicago, Illinois.
After serving as Worshipful Master of African 459, Lodge No. 63, Giles in 1925 was appointed to several positions in the
Grand Lodge. At the Annual Grand Lodge Session held in June of 1927 he was elected its Junior Grand Warden. Six years later at
the Annual Grand Lodge Session held in June of 1933, after he had served as both the Senior Grand Warden and Deputy Grand
Master he was elected to the office of Grand Master.1
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Giles served the jurisdiction of New York for One year (1933-1934) as Grand Master. In addition to his membership in
African Lodge, he was also a member of Mount Moriah Chapter No. 3,1 Holy Royal Arch Masons and Long Island Consistory No.
61 of the United Supreme Council, A.A.S.R., F.M, Northern Jurisdiction.
On September 30, 1934 at Forty-Three (43) years of age he passed away. In June of 1940, his widow Octavia Giles-Stitt, a
member of Sunshine Chapter No. 34 was elected the Grand Matron of Eureka Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star of the State
of New York. Additionally, one of his daughters, Doris Iola (Giles) Ramsay, also became a member of the fraternity. She was a
member and Past Matron of Fidelity Chapter No. 54, Order of the Eastern Star. Doris, from 1973 to 1975 also served as the Loyal
Lady Ruler of Long Island Assembly No. 20, of the New York State Grand Assembly, Order of the Golden Circle.
Today maintaining the family tradition of membership in the Prince Hall sodality, Francis Giles’ Great Granddaughter,
Monica Robinson-Bynum, an attorney in Brooklyn, N.Y., is a member of Emerald Chapter No. 81, a subordinate Chapter of Eureka
Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, Prince Hall Affiliation of the State of New York.
The memory of Past Grand Master, Francis Fawcett Giles Jr., is so revered in the Jurisdiction of New York that the Council
of the Knights of Pythagoras, of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the State of New York, “The Francis F. Giles, Jr.,
Council No. 6, Knights of Pythagoras” is named in his honor.

1

“Journal of the National Medical Association”, May 1970, Pg. 255
“Journal of the National Medical Association”, May 1970, Pg. 255
1
Wesley, Charles, H., “The History of Alpha Phi Alpha”, A Development in college Life, Pg. 32
1
Wesley, Charles, H., “The History of Alpha Phi Alpha”, A Development in College Life, Pg. 49
1
Wesley, Charles, H., “The History of Alpha Phi Alpha”, A Development in College Life, Pg. 60
1
Who is Who in Colored America, 1941-1944, Sixth Edition, Thomas Yensen Publisher, Pg. 204
1
“Journal of the National Medical Association”, May 1970, Pg. 255
1
Who’s Who in Colored America, ibid, Pg. 204
1
Who’s Who in Colored America, ibid, Pg. 204
1
“The Sphinx Magazine”, February 1970, Vol.56, No. 1, Pg. 32
1
Who’s Who in Colored America, ibid, Pg. 204
1
“Journal of the National Medical Association”, May 1970, Pg. 255
1
Who’s Who in Colored America, ibid, Pg. 204
1
Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper, Monday August 19, 1929, Pg. 5
1
1930 United States Census
1
1920 United States Census
1
125th Anniversary Journal of The New York Law School, 2014
1
Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper, ibid
1
Official Proceedings of the 142, Annual Communication of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New York
1

1

New York Age, newspaper, April 13, 1929

January 2017 – THE PRINCE HALL SENTINEL

Page | 21

January 2017 – THE PRINCE HALL SENTINEL

Page | 22

By

Past Matron, Sis. Maria A. LaRue (42)
During the weekend of April 24, 2004, The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts formally re-opened its symbolic Lodge, African Lodge
No. 459, for a reenactment of the "raising" ceremony on Historical Castle Island
also known as William Island.
African Lodge was the first Lodge for men of color established in the Western
Hemisphere.
As an Eastern Star, we always say, Order Eastern Star of the State of New York,
Prince Hall Affiliation, but how many of us know the history of Prince Hall, and
that Black Freemasonry began when Prince Hall and fourteen other free black
men were initiated into Lodge No. 441, Irish Constitution attached to the 38th
Regiment of Foot, British Army garrisoned at Castle William Island, in Boston
Harbor on March 6, 1775.
Can you imagine, 1775, the Revolutionary Period, and the first lodge of black Freemasons and the first society in
American History devoted to social, political and economic improvement. Well, I made this historic visit to
Boston with my husband, R.W. Leonard W. LaRue, (64) who is a member of African Lodge.
Only members of African Lodge were allowed to attend this re-enactment ceremony, of which M.W. Calvin
Martin and all the present Grand Masters participated.
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There were many planned activities for the Sisters and guests. I had a chance to
meet Sisters from as far away as Arizona, Texas, and Oklahoma and as near as
Philadelphia and New Jersey. I mean the Carolinas were well represented along
with Maryland and Florida, "it was just amazing".
Brothers and Sisters were given a guided tour of the Black Heritage Trail through
the historic Beacon Hill area. But most amazing was that I visited the cemetery
on Copps Hill, where Prince Hall is buried. His grave is situated near a large tree;
his wife’s grave is directly behind his. The site is marked by a broken column,
which was erected 88 years after his death by the Most Worshipful Prince Hall
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.
All I can say is that even if you know the History, to actually experience the
emotions of seeing the graves of those men who brought us to where we are today,
is such an incredible feeling of awe.

Oh, did I mention that the M.W. Grand Master of Illinois gave a special concert for all the Brothers and Sisters.

That's right, Gerry "The Iceman" Butler was the newly elected Grand Master and I know he sang just to me and
I got to meet him afterwards and he took both my hands in his and said "What a pleasure to meet you Sister" and
I think I mumbled "thank you, Grand Master." Yes, I will treasure this memory, always.
Past Matron, Sis. Maria A. LaRue (42)
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Happy 86th Anniversary to the Brothers both past and present of Beacon Light Lodge #76. Many of
us have traveled this same journey from Darkness to Regularity and we will continue to assist those
who are found worthy of membership into this Ancient and Honorable Fraternity. May the Light
Continue to Shine by the Lamps left from our Past Masters.

History of Beacon Light Lodge #76
The formation of Beacon Light Lodge #76 was the first in a movement to consolidate all Negro Masons of
different jurisdictions in the State of New York. During the year 1929, the late Thomas E. Brown Sr.,
“Chairman”, Rufus Smith, Alexander Fuller, The W.M of Absinnia #29 of Hiram Grand Lodge A.F. and A.M.
sent a committee to seek an audience with Most Worshipful Grand Master. Daniel Teagle of the Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Lodge.
The result of their meeting was that on January 7th, 1930, a dispensation was granted to form Beacon Light
Lodge U.D. The name Beacon Light was selected as a guide and symbol for all clandestine Masons, with the
vision of bring all clandestine Masons to true Masonic light, rules regulations, and a grand body of competent
jurisdiction and authority.
The M.W.G.M. Edward T, Sherwood who succeeded M.W.G.M. Daniel Teagle saw fit to present this lodge its
Charter, December 8th, 1930.
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The year 1935 was the beginning of a very critical period of our lodge. A special dispensation was granted to
reduce the re-instatement fee. A committee was formed and spent every Sunday afternoon during the
summer canvassing the brothers who had been dropped from the rolls for non-payment of dues. The plan
worked 95%.
In 1937 we were still feeling the result of the depression. We were advised to merge with Joppa #55, but since
neither was willing to lose their identity, it did not come to pass.
During this critical period, Beacon Light Lodge was at its lowest ebb—eleven members and a charter. With
the determination of the late P.M. William J. Prime, who was serving for the third time as Worshipful Master,
the late Arthur R. Foote, Edmond F. Sellar, Rufus E. Robinson, Vernon Christmas, Thomas E. Brown, Sr.,
Thomas Hudson, Cornelius C. Carter, Sr., Malachi Cropper, William L. Taylor and his son Raymond,
inspired the other members to show more interest so Beacon Light would and did continue to forever shine.
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Innovations in Prince Hall Freemasonry
Hon. Guillermo “Bill” J. M. Thorne, Sr., (79) FPSH
First Vice President, Council of Representative
The Phylaxis Society, Inc.

While traveling around the country, I have been honored to have had the opportunity to meet and shake the hands of
many of our brothers. Those hands have served to assist me in creating new relationships, at all levels. I have found
that from Most Worshipful Grand Masters and their officers, to newly Raised Brother, there is a new enthusiasm about
being a member of the Craft.
I am a member of The Phylaxis Society. I have the dubious distinction to hold the office and title of, First Vice President,
Council of Representatives; in this position, I have been fortunate to meet and discuss Freemasonry, specifically, Prince
Hall Freemasonry, with Brothers across the country. Through the eyes of these Brothers and the statistics they share, I
am able to declare that Prince Hall Freemasonry is experiencing a resurgence in growth; not due necessarily to the
Society, but because young men are interested in being a part of this Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity.
As such, those of us who are and have been members for decades, have a duty to continue to do all that is possible to
encourage those young men to join us, and support them in their quest for grow and development. The Phylaxis Society
is not affiliated with any particular Grand Lodge, or jurisdiction; it is a 501 C (3) Not for Profit Charitable Corporation.
Its purpose is to assist Brothers who may be scholars and engaged in the process of doing research about Prince Hall
Freemasonry. The Society assist in the publishing of works by its members. As we seek to meet our goal of developing
and building resources that will ultimately allow the Society to be the repository of all that is Prince Hall, and can be
found in one location.
The Society’s members come from all around the world and they meet in the spring of each year, for about five days,
in a U. S. City. It seems only fitting that with the resurgence Freemasonry we are experiencing, and as a matter of
seeking to preserve our history and building for the future all Freemasons, that each of us would want to be a member
of this Society; if for no other reason, then to ensure that the lofty goals of becoming the warehousers of all that is
Prince Hall is accomplished through your support.
The day is coming when all Freemasons will dwell together as one; but it does not mean that the history of the past
should be diluted, ignored, or erased. Therefore, every effort should be made to preserve it now, in order that it might
be available for all of our grandchildren. For those who have not observed the changing nature of our modern fraternity;
the ways of old are no longer the acceptable way of doing things. This does not mean that the Ritualistic Work of the
Craft has or is changing, although there are jurisdictions in which, ever so, slight changes are being made –
(Modernization). Beyond the walls of the lodge, men are meeting on the Level, acting accordingly, and parting in
accordance with the Tenets of the Craft. Black men and white men in today’s society, understand, and most will agree,
that the ways of our forefathers are not the way of the future.
I encourage every Brother to seek out an organization like the Phylaxis Society and become a member. Some
organizations go by the name of “Research Society”, or some similar name. If you are already a member of the
Phylaxis Society and are interested in being a part of a local chapter, you may contact me at:
Thorne@thephylaxsis.com or 770-985-2092. The Tenets of our Fraternity teaches; the Fraternity is supported by
three great pillars, representing Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty; wisdom is necessary to contrive, strength to support,
and beauty to adorn – all great and important undertakings.
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I encourage those who represent the pillar of WISDOM to examine how you exercise your obligation to teach; the pillar
STRENGTH should be working to support the teaching process adopted; and BEAUTY, certainly, is able to show the
beautiful results of their process.
Brother Thorne is a member of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New York and its Jurisdictions; he
holds memberships in: Tappan Zee Lodge No. 79, F. & A. M. (PH); Pentecost Consistory No. 98, A.A.S.R. – (PHA)
– NJ, U.S.A., Inc.; Three Square Chapter No. 23, HRAM, (MEPHGC-HRAM –NY); Elejmal Temple No. 185,
A.E.A.O.N.M.S.; Poinsettia Chapter No.76, EGC-PH-OE, Inc.

Editor’s note: Sisters interested in research can become members of

The Phyllis Chapter
The name Phyllis was derived from a female in Greek Mythology. Phyllis was the daughter of Sithom, King of
Thrace. She fell in love with Demophon, son of Theseus, King of Athens, when Demophon visited Thrace on his way
from Troy to Athens. When Demophon, who had promised to marry her, failed to return on the appointed day, Phyllis
hung herself and was metamorphosed into an Almond Tree, which when embraced by the grief stricken Demophon on
his delayed arrival, burst into full bloom.
Thus, the Phyllis Chapter looks forward to a future which we believe will see the continued progress of this unique
research, literary, historical organization, the only one of its kind within the Prince Hall family, dedicated to the
research of the Order of the Eastern Star. It is also the only organization that publishes an official organ that highlights
the findings of that research.
The Phyllis Chapter, founded 1983, is an international society of Members of the Order of the Eastern Star, with Prince
Hall Affiliation, in pursuit of the study therein. The members are researchers, writers, editors, and those members
interested in and supportive of the mission of the organization.
The members of the Phyllis Chapter and State Auxiliaries shall only concern themselves with the purposes as stated and
shall in no manner, directly or indirectly, interfere with the legislative or ritualistic affairs of any Order of the Eastern
Star Chapter, or make suggestions thereunto.
The Phyllis Chapter is an international society of Members of the Order of the Eastern Star, with Prince Hall Affiliation,
in pursuit of the study therein. The members are researchers, writers, editors, and those members interested in and
supportive of the mission of the organization. Females interested in membership should complete an application form
and submit the $25.00 fee. They must be an active member of a Prince Hall OES Chapter.
The membership fee includes a one-year subscription to The Phyllis Magazine, and provides an opportunity for you
to:
• Attend annual meetings in early March
• Meet outstanding researchers, writers, historians, and OES members
• Participate in workshops
• Increase your knowledge of the Order of the Eastern Star and other Masonic Groups.
LIFE MEMBERSHIP is available once a member has paid the initial $25.00 Joining Fee and the annual dues. Life
membership fee is $150.00
Master Masons may subscribe to the Phyllis Magazine by paying an annual fee of $15.00, or may become a Life
Subscriber at a fee of $150.00.
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The 19th Sovereign Grand Commander, United Supreme Council, A.A.S.R., F.M., N.J.
By Ill. Ludwick S. Hall 33°

On March 30, 2016, at the passing of the Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill. Solomon Wallace, 33°, of
the United Supreme Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Northern
Jurisdiction, Ill. Basil L. Sands, 33°, the Lieutenant Grand Commander a citizen of, and a resident of
Nassau in the Bahamas Islands, assumed the office of Sovereign Grand Commander.
On Monday May 30, 2016 at the 45th Triennial Session (135th Annual Session), of the Supreme Council, which was held in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, he was formally elected to serve as the 19th Sovereign Grand Commander in the history of the
Northern Jurisdiction. As such he is the first foreign born member of the Supreme Council, not a resident of the United
States of America to be elected to that office. An Honorary Past Grand Master of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, Sovereign Grand Commander Sands has been a member of, and was initiated,
passed and raised in Royal Eagle Lodge No.1 of the Jurisdiction of the Bahamas, in September 1959.
The ascension of S.G.C. Sands could truly be considered a proud moment for the members of the Most Worshipful Prince
Hall Grand Lodge of the State of New York. Because Prince Hall Masonry was first introduced into the Islands of the
Bahamas on October 1, 1898 when M.W. James Spaulding and the cabinet of The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of the State of New York journeyed to New Providence on the island of Nassau and established Royal Eagle Lodge.
Then that Lodge was No. 45 on the rolls of the M.W. Grand Lodge of New York (now the MWPH,GL-NY). Subsequently,
three additional Lodges were established by the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the State of New York in the
Bahamas Islands. The second Lodge established by the MWPH, GL-NY on the Bahamas Islands was established on October
29, 1929, when a delegation from the Grand Lodge with Most Worshipful Grand Master Daniel Teagle presiding journeyed
to the Bahamas Islands, and pursuant to the authority of the Grand Lodge, established St. Glenelg Lodge No. 74 in Tarpum
Bay, on the Island of Eleuthero. A third Lodge in the Bahamas Islands was established by the MWPH,GL-NY in October
of 1941 when Grand Master William B. Carter and a delegation from the Grand Lodge journeyed to the Bahamas Islands
and pursuant to the Grand Lodge’s authority established St. James Lodge No. 81 in New Providence, on the island of
Nassau.
At the Annual Grand Communication of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the State of New York, held on
June 3, 1949 in Jamestown. New York, The then Worshipful Master, James Ernald Morley of Royal Eagle Lodge No. 45,
on behalf of the Lodges then in existence in the Bahamas Islands petitioned the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge
of the State of New York for those Lodges to be released to form a Grand Lodge for the Bahamas Islands.
In October 1949, pursuant to the authority of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the State of New York, Most
Worshipful Grand Master, Louis Fair and a delegation from the Grand Lodge journeyed to the Bahamas and established a
fourth Lodge, Pride of Eleuthero Lodge No. 84 in North Palmetto, Point Eleuthero, in the Bahamas.
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On Monday February 27, 1950, pursuant to the authority of the Grand Lodge releasing the Lodges in the Bahamas Islands
at its annual Grand Session that was held in June of 1949, a delegation from the MWPH,GL-NY led by Most Worshipful
Grand Master Louis Fair Jr., traveled to New Providence, on the Island of Nassau in the Bahamas, presided over elections
of officers and installed the First Cabinet of Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, for the Commonwealth of the
Bahamas. Most Worshipful William Watson Thompson was at that time elected the first Grand Master. The charter Lodges
of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas at the time it was established were:
Royal Eagle Lodge No. 1, St. Glenelg Lodge No. 2, St. James Lodge No. 3 and Pride of Eleuthero Lodge No. 4.
Sovereign Grand Commander Sands’ journey in Masonry continued in 1962 when he became a Scottish Rite Mason and a
member and the first Secretary of Bahamas Consistory No.73 in Nassau. Today Bahamas Consistory has been renamed
James Ernald Morley Consistory No. 73 in memory of P.G.M. Morley who sowed the seeds and was instrumental in the
development of Scottish Rite Masonry in the Bahamas Islands.
S.G.C. Sands was coronated a Grand Inspector General and an Honorary member of the United Supreme Council, Ancient
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Northern Jurisdiction on May 13, 1968 and he was elevated to “Active” status as
a Sovereign Grand Inspector General and appointed Deputy of the Orient of the Bahamas in 1979, a position he held for
25 years.
Ill. Sands was elected the Grand Minister of State of the Supreme Council in 2004, and in 2006 after the resignation of the
then Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill. Algie S. Oldham, 33°, because of ill health, Ill. Sands was elected to the office of
Lieutenant Grand Commander of the Supreme Council.
On May 30, 2016, present at Ill. Sands election to the office of Sovereign Grand Commander from the Bahamas was
M.W. Leslie Dean, Grand Master of the M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, who was
one of the first to congratulate Ill. Sands Sr. for having achieved the office of Sovereign Grand Commander. M.W. Dean
also congratulated, Ill. Sands oldest son, Ill. Bro Robert “Sandy” Sands, a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, who was
elevated to active status, and named the aide to the Sovereign Grand Commander, for having had a long and illustrious
career in Prince Hall Masonry and stated that both the Sovereign Grand Commander and his son Robert are well
deserving of the honors which they received.
In addition to M.W. Dean, 33°, a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, the Bahamas delegation of about 40 at the historic
election of Ill. Sands, included Sovereign Grand Inspector General, Roscow A. L. Davies, 33°, Deputy of the Orient of
The Bahamas, Illustrious Sands’ two other sons, S.P. Basil, who is also a member of James Ernald Morley Consistory No.
73 and Dr. Duane Sands; In addition to M.W. Dean and the sons of the Sovereign Grand Commander, the Bahamian
delegation included Grand Inspectors General from James Ernald Morley Consistory No.73 in Nassau, the Leo Calvin
Newton Consistory No.83 in Freeport the Bahamas, and other members of the Sovereign Grand Commander’s family and
friends.
An Accountant by profession, Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill. Sands is a member of, and from 1974 to 1977 was the
Founding President of the Bahamas Institute of Chartered Accountants. A Chartered Accountant in the Bahamas is the
equivalent of a Certified Public Accountant in the United States. He also serves as Chairman of British American
Financial Limited and Bahamas air Holdings Limited. He is also the Honorary Consul-General for Japan, and Chairman,
of Bahamas Supermarkets Limited and serves as Chairman of the Anglican Diocese Pension Board of Trustees,

At the election of Sovereign Grand
Commander, Ill. Basil L. Sands, 33° at the
45th Triennium Session (135th annual
Session) of the United Supreme Council
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, Northern Jurisdiction, in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Monday May, 30,
2016 are: (from left to right): Sovereign
Grand Inspector General Illustrious Robert
“Sandy”
Sands;
Lieutenant
Grand
Commander Illustrious Melvin J Blazemore;
Sovereign Grand Commander Illustrious Basil
L Sands; Sublime Prince Dr. Basil G L Sands;
and Dr. Duane E L Sands, Master Mason.
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By R.˙. W.˙. Kevin P. Wardally (14)

The Adelphic Way
First let me give all credit to the two Past Masters of my Lodge for
developing in 2008 what they called the “Adelphic Model” which
played a huge part in developing the culture that saved my Lodge and
helped inspire it to grow. But now let me say that myself and the
brothers who were raised after the Model was developed have
fostered what we call the “Adelphic Way,” which is taking from the
Model those things we found useful, workable and realistic and these
are the things we actually practice in Adelphic Union Lodge #14
every day and not just theorize around.
The “Adelphic Way” simply put, is not an innovation in Masonry, rather it is a set of best practices and strategies to retain and
build our membership in the world we all find ourselves in today.
Why do we need an “Adelphic Way” anyway?
Because our Lodges are suffering. We are all experiencing to some degree, low membership numbers, a weaker lodge bank
account than in past years, low morale amongst members, a poor system of Lodge education that struggles to keep the new
younger members involved and engaged, and thus participation in all Lodge activities suffers.
The 7 Steps of the “Adelphic Way”
1. “Who best can work, and best agree”
What separates Masonry from every other organization and society in the world is the Ritual and the performance and daily
practice of it in our lives. A commitment to performing and knowing the work is essential to a growing Lodge and to having
members truly participate as they should.
Also no one may lead a Lodge, and definitely not AUL14 unless he has proven himself adapt at understanding, at teaching, at
knowing and performing the Ritual in a very proficient way. It is a sign of the type of commitment and dedication one must have
to lead a Lodge in today’s world.
2. Truly Embrace Masonry
Masonry brings together men who otherwise would have stayed at a perpetual distance, embrace that. Be diverse in your Lodge
and its practices. Welcome men of all creeds, of all ages, all nationalities and religions. As long as they have faith in a higher
power, are properly vouched for, and are worthy and well qualified, they may call Masonry home, and your Lodge will be a better
place for it.
Be diverse and inclusive in all meetings and events. Celebrate Latino History Month not just Black History Month, look at how all
faiths relate back to Masonry and its universality, have Divine Service in a Mosque not just a Christian Church. Do this and all the
members will learn something from it.
3. Prosecute Masonic Offenses
There is a reason so few men are Masons, this is a way a life for the few, and we must guard our principles and beliefs even
amongst ourselves. Men will be turned away from the craft if they see the rules only being applied subjectively, they will believe
us hypocrites. Being a Mason is not supposed to be easy.
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The “Adelphic Way” requires the Mason to act as he is "expected to," and not to take his membership in the Lodge as his right, but
every brother must know that he is held to a higher standard than the rest of the world. Brothers must know that if a brother is
wronged by another, that he can seek and receive justice from the Lodge regardless of rank and title, that if a man has committed a
Masonic offense that he will be tried accordingly. We must guard the gates, even from ourselves.
4. Diversify Your Masonic Revenue Streams
To be honest nobody wants to buy anymore raffles, attend any more fish fry’s, or attend everybody’s $20 party anymore. We have
to find ways to diversify our events and our ability to gain revenue in support of our Lodges.
Some of the things we have found helpful and somewhat profitable are:
Annual Cigar / Hookah event on a rooftop
Selling the “I Am Prince Hall” wristbands created by me
Selling Cigars at study class and at Session
Selling DVD’s of our more popular programs
Selling Superbowl boxes, etc.
5. Outreach and Presentation
As you are probably aware in Adelphic Union #14 we are very public, but in a world where people have 800 channels on their TVs
and can access the entire world on their computers and smartphones we need to be.
We actively use websites, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat and exploit all forms of media to promote our activities in local
papers, interviews for online magazines, etc. all done to actively attract the attention of good men who then only need ask 1 to be
1.
We also use Visitation as a powerful outreach tool, AUL14 travels often and we spread the message of what we are doing and how
we are doing it. And if we learn a better way to do something or a more efficient way, or get a better idea from a Lodge in Boston,
or Long Island we gladly embrace it and adopt the practice if it works for our Lodge and membership. All good ideas that serve
Masonry and fit The U are welcome in our house.
6. Brand Your Lodge
The Square and Compass alone cannot alone communicate the special “spirit” of any Lodge. There is nothing wrong with crests, or
new emblems or logos that you create that show the uniqueness and spirit of your Lodge amongst others.
There is a reason we call ourselves “The U.” These emblems, symbols, and nickname we created help communicate the image and
importance that the Lodge has created as a complement to its history in the community. An impressive emblem or nickname can
also add to the value and improve the "presentation" of the Lodge's materials, image and other activities. It can add to camaraderie.
7. Use Your 24inch Gauge
Masonry in today’s world, must be worthy of a "busy man's" time, it is the duty of the Lodge to do the work, be prepared, make it
interesting, make them learn and celebrate the festive history of Masonry at every meeting.
The “Adelphic Way” follows the model that is 1/3rd Masonic Light, 1/3rd Lodge Business and 1/3rd Fellowship at every meeting
and every study class.
In Every Lodge Stated Communication follow these simple rules:
•
•
•

Always open the Lodge on time, respect peoples time
Attempt to keep your meeting to two (2) hours and degrees to three (3). If you do this, members will be apt to come out
next month more readily if they know you respect their time when they are there
Saluting the West vs. disrupting the meeting for every visitor. Unless it is an Elected Grand Lodge officer or a special VIP
- have visitors salute the west, so you can limit the interruptions and keep the Lodge business moving.

•

Automating and Streamlining your Communications. Unless it is a Grand Lodge Communication it does not have to be
read in open Lodge. Make copies of the party invites and fish fry invites and distribute them to the lodge as photocopies
and via email. This can save you 30 minutes of time in every meeting.

•

Have something planned for “downtimes” (i.e. Masonic Chat topics). Use all down times to educate the Lodge and its
members, so have a few Masonic Education topics, poems, or articles to share and discuss at every meeting.
Have a written agenda and stick to it. This will make sure that the meeting flows and that everything that needs to get
done, gets done. Share it in advance with your Wardens and Secretary and Treasurer so they can suggest items for it prior
to the meeting.

•
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Lastly, a key focus of the “Adelphic Way” has been an active adoption of the principle “Love, not necessarily Like.” This means,
to be in this lodge we ask that every brother love every brother of the Lodge, but not necessarily like them. When you like
someone you want to hang out with them, grab a drink with them, or spend some down time with them. But when you love
someone you honestly care about their well-being, their family’s well-being, you want to see them do well and be successful, but
you may not necessarily want to spend every weekend with them. It’s ok to have different levels of friendships in a lodge or any
fraternal organization; it is not ok to make any man feel as if he is a point outside the circle. We care for each brother equally, it
isn’t always easy, it requires lots of effort, but the effort and the spirit behind it is important.
How Has It Worked - Since 2008?
-

Our membership has more than tripled
AUL14’s debt to the Grand Lodge is paid in full
Our membership is youthful, energized and engaged
Interest in our Lodge has never been higher
We were honored as Lodge of the Year at Grand Session
We utilize a curriculum for all 52 weeks of Study Class so all future Masters can follow
Lodge culture is strong and growing
We average 24+ brothers in attendance at every Stated Meeting
We average 15 – 20 brothers in attendance at every Study Class on Friday night
Our bank account has more money in it than it has had in 20 years

The Adelphic Way isn’t the only way, it may not even be the best way, but it has worked for us, and I hope you use our way or
develop your own, for Masonry is worth saving and needs to grow and only by adapting to the world we find ourselves in today
and by bringing in those who are absolutely committed to its promotion and growth may we survive and thrive evermore.

The “U” with M.˙. W.˙. Larry Mitchell, Grand Master
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, F.& A.M. State of New York
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By
Bro. Guillermo “Bill” J. M. Thorne, Sr., FPSH
Tappan Zee Lodge No. 79,

Stagnation is a condition, every man (Mason) and
woman (Sister) must learn to escape. We are unable
to utilize the principle of the “Bee Hive,” when our
drones, have lost their will to work, and there is no
stimulation being provided by our Pillars, who have
resolved to just accept the status quo.
It has been known since time immemorial, within our Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity; that stagnation, is
a killer, not only, to the individual’s spirit, but it is also extremely damaging to the growth and development of
the individual.
Lodges and Chapters suffer, most, when the spirit of a Brother or Sister become broken, due to a lack of personal
growth and development. These units are more than the physical, brick and mortar structure where we gather for
meetings. The cooperative, collective, and cohesive efforts of the members within the body is what makes up the
UNIT – LODGE or CHAPTER.
Men and women who become members of our Craft, are seeking more than just being card carrying members of
the organization. Beyond initiation, and learning the basics; etiquette, procedural mechanics, the names of things,
and the Ritualistic Work; there must be other opportunities to learn more.
I have learned, as a result of my travels; when there are lameness and complains, from members within a Lodge
or Chapter; problems are usually as a result of something going on with the leadership. For instance, a leader
whose attitude is to open and close each scheduled meeting and leave; we find those units generally functioning
in this manner, and will often have issues with being able to meet the Constitutional number of members to legally
open and conduct their business. I have heard leaders say, with regard to individuals growing and developing,
that’s an individual thing and not the responsibility of the Lodge; that’s certainly true.
However, to most of the Brothers and Sisters, I have met, across, the vast divide that is, this nation; who have
shared their disappointment of not being able to acquire knowledge beyond the basics; I have, often,
recommended they embark upon the development of a travel schedule; that will expose them to opportunities that
may not exist within their unit.
My suggestions has been to encourage them to begin by traveling locally (within their District), teaming up with
another Brother/Sister (Someone who shares the same desire to learn, and is committed to investing time and
resources; and are will to engage in the process of learning outside of their comfort zone) and gradually expand
their circle of travel.
With very little effort, most of us can find conferences, symposiums, and lectures being offered on various aspects
of the Craft, to attend. Many of these are offered free of charge; and others will require a minimal contribution. I
have often found, the materials offered to be worth more to me than the dollars out of my pocket.
I suggest that any opportunity to learn should be embraced. Within most jurisdictions, “Schools of Instructions”
are provided to deal with matters of import within the jurisdiction, yet quite often, subjects of a general nature
(Masonic) are also offered. When the Lodge or Chapter leadership is not sharing information about these
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opportunities, it becomes a mote point, if you are traveling; other leaders will certainly share this information,
giving you an opportunity to participate and learning through outside sources.
Today, there are hundreds of books printed, or being re-printed, and made available at reasonable prices. It is
extremely important to those with a desire to learn, establish; grow and develop their own personal libraries; buy
books, periodicals, and newsletters; invest in yourself.
The growth and development of the individual Brother and Sister is a process each of us should invest in; spending
resources for this purpose will not be a waste; having well-informed Brothers and Sisters is the strength and
backbone of a strong Lodge and Chapter.
We have all declared that we believe in a Supreme Being, yet many of us behave as if the teachings of the very
“Book of Laws” should not be followed or adhere to, as so-called believers. As believers, we should be holding
to some degree of faith. By trusting in the teachings, we have learned, and applying them in the process of our
daily living, we should be easily able to learn outside of the box.
Seek role models who exemplify sound knowledge and is willing to share; trust in your own ability and
judgement. Pay attention to the life lessons and training you have had in other areas, and are easily transferrable
to your search for truth. Ask those with whom you associate to hold you accountable for your actions, and to
encourage you to rise to a higher level of knowledge and maturity as a part of your growth and development.
Keep in mind, that regardless of how sweet or nice you are; there will always be those who will be jealous and
envious about you and your accomplishments.
By searching and identifying those in your circle, who are honorable, respected, knowledgeable, patient, and
willing to share as your teacher/guide, or companion, and from whom you can learn; you are bound to learn, grow
and develop from this experience.
Bro. Guillermo “Bill” J. M. Thorne, Sr., 33°
Tappan Zee Lodge No. 79, F. & A. M. (PH)
Three Square Chapter No. 23, HRAM (PH)
Pentecost Consistory No. 98, A.A.S.R. (PH) N.J.
Elejmal Temple No. 185, A.E.A.O.N.M.S.
Poinsettia Chapter No. 76, OES-EGC (PHA)
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New York
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Compiled By
R.˙. W.˙. Robert B. Hansley

Shays' Rebellion was an armed uprising in Massachusetts (mostly in and around Springfield)
during 1786 and 1787. Revolutionary War veteran Daniel Shays led four thousand rebels (called
Shaysites) in an uprising against perceived economic and civil rights injustices. In 1787, the
rebels marched on the United States' Armory at Springfield in an unsuccessful attempt to seize
its weaponry and overthrow the government.
The rebellion took place in a political climate where reform of the country's governing document,
the Articles of Confederation, was widely seen as necessary. The events of the rebellion affected
debates at the U.S. Constitutional Convention, and ultimately the shape of the new government.
Indeed, the shock of Shays' Rebellion drew retired General George Washington back into public
life, leading to his two terms as the United States' first President. The exact nature and
consequence of the rebellion's influence on the content of the Constitution and its ratification,
continue to be a subject of historical discussion and debate.
It was in this hour of crisis, on November 26, 1786, that Prince Hall and his brothers of the African Lodge responded to
this government threat.
At the time of the Shays' Rebellion some five thousand African-Americans lived in Massachusetts. Slavery in the
Commonwealth had come to an end a few years after the Revolution. So these five thousand were nominally free, yet less
than citizens. Four-fifths of them lived in the eastern counties, a thousand in and around Boston. With few exceptions, they
were farm laborers, city workers, artisans and apprentices, house-servants, and hands in a few factories. Many were seamen:
whalemen, fishermen, and dock-workers. A few hundred were veterans of the army and navy of the Revolution.
Prince Hall, Worshipful Master and founder, of the African Lodge, the leading black public figure of Boston, wrote a letter
to James Bowdoin, governor of the Commonwealth, in which he proposed to organize a black regiment of 700 soldiers to
aid in the defense of Boston against a marching army of angry farmers from the west.
To His Excellency, James Bowdoin,
We, by the Providence of God, are members of a fraternity that not only enjoins upon us to be peaceable subjects to the
civil powers where we reside, but also forbids our having concern in any plot or conspiracies against the state where we
dwell; and as it is the unhappy lot of this state at the present day, and as the meanest of its members must feel the want
of a lawful and good government, and as we have been protected for many years under this once happy Constitution, so
we hope, by the blessing of God, we may long enjoy that blessing; therefore, we, though unworthy members of this
Commonwealth, are willing to help and support, as far as our weak and feeble abilities may Become necessary in this
time of trouble and confusion, as you in your wisdom shall direct us. That we may, under just and lawful authority, live
peaceable lives in all godliness and honesty, is the hearty wish of the members of the African Lodge; and in their name,
I subscribe myself your most humble servant, Prince Hall.
A month after Prince Hall's letter, a few weeks before the battle of Arsenal Hill in Springfield, Governor Bowdoin issues
his orders to mobilize an army of 4,400 men to subdue the Shaysites in the west. Prince Hall's black regiment was not
among them. On that same day, a committee of 12 members of the African Lodge, headed by Prince Hall, delivered a
petition, signed by 73 black Masons, to the General Court.
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The following is an excerpt;
We, or our ancestors, have been taken from all our dear connections, and brought from Africa and put into a state of slavery in
this country; from which unhappy situation, we have been lately in some measure delivered by the new constitution [of
Massachusetts, 1780]. Or by a free act of our former masters. But we yet find ourselves in many respects, in very disagreeable

and disadvantageous circumstances; most of which must attend us so long as we and our children live in America ...
other considerations, which we need not here particularly mention, induce us earnestly to desire to return to Africa,
our native country ... for which the God of nature has formed us; and where we shall live among our equals ... This
leads us humbly to propose the following plan to the consideration of this honourable Court ... they who are disposed
to go and settle there shall form themselves into a civil society, united by a political constitution, in which they shall
agree ... and ... unite ... into a religious society, or Christian church; and have one or more blacks ordained as their
pastors or Bishops; And being thus formed, shall remove to Africa and settle on said lands ... we are poor and utterly
unable to prosecute this scheme or to return to Africa without assistance. Money is wanted to enable those who shall
be appointed, to go to Africa, and procure lands to be settled upon; and to obtain passage for us and our families.
It is the first major statement of the Back-to-Africa movement, long before Marcus Garvey.
The House received this petition and, as usual, buried it in committee.
The January 4th order to mobilize a government army against Shays carried a charge: "Care will be taken by the Officers
that the men be armed with good firelocks ... 18 balls to pound, and bayonets...." Consider the image of a black regiment
in Boston, armed to the teeth, in the minds of Bowdoin and his Council-in the midst of a white civil war between the poor
and the rich. As the Massachusetts Centinel put it in November after the stopping of the Worcester court: "It were to be
wished that news-paper writers would begin to give a relief to the minds of their readers, by humorous sketches, and
pieces of innocent levity, for nothing else can keep us from the horrours, on reading the perpetual journal." One of the
events of the month that gave rise to "horrours" in the State House, unmentioned by the Centinel but reported in other
Boston papers, was the report of bloody slave uprisings in the Caribbean-in Dominica and Antigua. Such news might not
help Bowdoin and his Council to feel easy with a black regiment in their army.
In 1795 the historian-cleric Jeremy Belknap, looking back, thought that Bowdoin had spurned the offer of a black regiment
because he didn't need it, while his friend, Judge James Winthrop, in that same year, recollected that the white officers
did not want black soldiers in their companies-probably for racist reasons, but also because they might be unreliable.
Remember Abigail Adams' report in 1774 that the blacks of Boston had offered to fight for the Tory Governor Gates, if
he promised them their liberty! And remember the vigorous denunciations of betrayal in the black petitions always rejected
by the government: Boston blacks had not been a subservient and quiescent community but always restive and
troublesome. Nor did white Masons in Boston, many of them veteran officers of the Revolution, then or later, look on
their black brethren with love in their hearts and white Masons were among the most vociferous troops of the anti-Shaysite
army.
Indeed, even some of Bowdoin's own white regiments were restive-and not far from home. In nearby Medford, in
Middlesex, just as he received Prince Hall's letter, two courts-martial were in process in the Sixth Regiment of the militia.
Lt. Solomon Spalding was charged with "beating up for volunteers ... to go to Cambridge to prevent the sitting of the
Court & with Refusing to raise men for the service of the Commonwealth; Captain Benjamin Hall with resigning his
commission as Captain and the "embodying his men with clubs and sticks when assembled together & marching them to
Conant's tavern...." In sum-if it was difficult, as a matter of principle, for Prince Hall to write his letter to Bowdoin, it was
easy for Bowdoin to reject it.
One wonders what the future might have been if the Battle of Arsenal Hill had not ended as it did. If Shaysite armies had
marched on Boston-someone has argued that snow was the greatest enemy of the insurgents-would Prince Hall and his
700-strong black regiment, as a matter of principle, have joined them?
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It is no secret that there is much more to learn after the 3rd degree. Every Master Mason aspires to attain more light in
Masonry. Many feel that it is not practicable for them to share in all the light shed by the several bodies, but all wish most
earnestly to receive all the light and instruction which pertains to Ancient Craft Masonry.
In the life of every Master Mason, there comes a time when he realizes that he has not yet attained that goal, that he is not
yet in possession of all the rights and light of a Master Mason, as these were known and understood by his ancient brethren.
Many do not realize that path to more light is at hand in the Holy Royal Arch Degree.
The Holy Royal Arch is the second step in York Rite Freemasonry; the first step being Symbolic (a.k.a. “Blue Lodge” or
“Craft Lodge”) Freemasonry. Within the Holy Royal Arch Here chapter, you will receive the necessary instruction and
information to fill in some of the missing pieces from the Masonic history taught in the symbolic lodge. The degrees of
the chapter are referred to as “Capitular Freemasonry”, providing a companion the opportunity for further advancement
within the brotherhood.
In the Holy Royal Arch, the Lost Word of a Master Mason is rediscovered in a beautiful ceremony that takes the candidates
through the destruction of King Solomon’s Temple, the seventy years of the Babylonian captivity, and the ultimate return
to the Holy Land to aid and assist in the rebuilding of the Temple of the Most High. The Holy Royal Arch degree is a
natural progression to reveal the “genuine” secrets following the granting of certain substituted ones. No other degrees are
so intimately linked with the Blue Lodge or have so ancient and noble a history.
To become a companion of a chapter, you must first be a Master Mason, and then you may apply for a petition. Once
accepted, a candidate will receive four degrees:
4° – Mark Master Mason
5° – Past Master (Virtual)
6° – Most Excellent Master
7° – Supreme Degree
The symbolic lodge introduces you to the “Legend” but it’s up to you to seek what was lost. Don’t just settle for knowing
only part of the story, complete the journey, become a Holy Royal Arch Mason.
Contact: The Most Excellent Prince Hall Grand Chapter Holy Royal Arch Masons of the State of New York
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